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Monday 27 July 2020

 
The Committee will meet at 4.00 pm in a virtual meeting and be broadcast on
www.scottishparliament.tv.
 
1. Decision on taking business in private: The Committee will decide whether to

take item 3 in private.
 
2. Covid 19 - School Education and early learning: The  Committee  will  take

evidence from—
 

John Swinney MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills, Scottish
Government;
 
Councillor Stephen McCabe, Children and Young People Spokesperson,
COSLA.
 

3. Review of evidence: The Committee will consider the evidence it heard earlier.
 
 

Roz Thomson
Clerk to the Education and Skills Committee

Room T3.40  The Scottish Parliament  Edinburgh
Tel: 85222

Email: Roz.Thomson@parliament.scot
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Education and Skills Committee 

16th Meeting, 2020 (Session 5), Monday 27 July 2020 

Covid-19: School education and Early Learning Settings - Submissions pack 

The session on 27th July with Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills and 
Councillor McCabe of COSLA will focus on: the re-opening of schools and early 
learning settings and other key issues.  
 
The pack has submissions which have been sent to the Committee since the 12th 
June. The links below are divided into 3 themes, where a submission covers more 
than one theme then it is reflected in the re-opening schools section 
 
Reopening of Schools  

Organisations 

Parents and Parent Organisations  

• 50/50 in-school Campaign Group 
• Jenifer Johnston- additional submission 
• Shared Parenting Scotland  
• Us For Them Scotland 
• Us For Them Scotland additional submission 

 

Early Learning centres and 1140 hours early years learning extension 

 
• Anonymous Parent 1 
• Anonymous Parent 2 
• Alison Lessells 

 
Welfare and education of vulnerable children 

The following submissions are the latest submissions received in respect of the 
impact of Covid -19 on vulnerable children  

• Action for Children 
 
Children and Young Peoples- Human Rights 
 
The following submission is the latest submission received in respect of Children and 
Young People’s human rights and the exam diet 2020. 

• Dr Tracy Kirk, Joel Meekison, Katrina Lambert, Rachael Hatfield, Razannah 
Hussain, and Abby Lang. 

 

https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200720_50-50_in_school_campaign_group.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200714Jenifer_Johnston__.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200616_Shared_Parenting_Scotland.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200630Us_For_Them_Scotland.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200715Us_For_Them_Scotland.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200714Anonymous_parent_1.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200710Anonymous_parent_2.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200710Alison_Lessells.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200619Action_for_Children-_covid_response_2020.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200722Dr_Tracy_Kirk.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200722Dr_Tracy_Kirk.pdf
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Education and Skills Committee 

16th Meeting, 2020 (Session 5), Monday 27 July 2020 

Covid-19: School education and Early Learning Settings – Additional 
Submissions pack 

This paper contains correspondence and a late submission in respect of the re-
opening of schools and early learning settings.  
 
Education Recovery Group 
 
The Committee wrote to the Education Recovery Group on the re-opening of schools 
on the 9th July 2020. The original letter and the response are reproduced in full later 
in this pack.  

• Letter from the Committee to the ERG. 9 July 2020 
• Response from the ERG. 23 July 2020 

 
Submission 
 
Early Learning centres and Childcare 

• Alix and Carolyn Aitken-Arbuckle 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200711Alix_and_Carolyn_Aitken-Arbuckle.pdf
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Letter from the Committee to the ERG. 9 July 2020 
 

  

EDUCATION AND SKILLS COMMITTEE 

 

John Swinney MSP 
Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills 
 
Councillor Stephen McCabe  
Children and Young People Spokesperson 
COSLA 
 

T3.40 
The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

Direct Tel: 0131 348 5222 
Fax: 0131 348 5600 

By email  es.committee@parliament.scot 
  
 9 July 2020 

 
Dear Mr Swinney and Mr McCabe 

  
Thank you for your response on behalf of the Education Recovery Group. As you will 
appreciate, there are multiple issues that the Committee is continuing to monitor in relation 
to the return to school and the impact of the pandemic on vulnerable children including those 
in school education. 

  
The Committee has agreed to meet during the Summer Recess with a key focus for its work 
being the return to school. As part of this work I would like to invite you both as co-chairs of 
the Group to give evidence to the Committee. In advance of this session, the Committee 
asks the Education Recovery Group to provide the latest position on the issues set out 
below. Please note that, given the fast-moving nature of this situation, it is likely similar 
issues will be raised with you during formal evidence to ensure the Committee is in receipt of 
the most up to date information. 
 
Scientific advice 

  
The Committee appreciates the latest update letter from the ERG includes links to detailed 
scientific advice that has been used as a basis of decisions on re-opening schools. The 
Committee would wish to be informed from now whenever the scientific advice changes in a 
way that impacts on the viability of a full return to school in August to enable it to keep a 
close watching brief on developments. As previously intimated in my letter dated 11 June, for 
transparency and openness the Committee considers as much of the relevant scientific 
advice that the Education Recovery Group is basing its decisions upon should be in the 
public domain. The Committee would also be interested to learn the extent to which the 
approach taken, based on scientific advice, will be taken at national government and what 
will be at the discretion of individual councils after schools reopen. In addition, any detail on 
what decisions will disseminate down to individual school level would also be appreciated. 

mailto:es.committee@parliament.scot
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200701InLtrFromERG.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200611Out_letter_to_the_ERG.pdf


Agenda item 2  ES/S5/20/16/3 

3 
 

 
Social distancing, PPE, testing and suspected new cases 

 
The Committee has scrutinised the detail of the Cabinet Secretary’s statement to Parliament 
on 23 June and has some questions which it considers require to be answered to enable 
schools, young people, parents and carers to understand what will be in place for the return 
to school.  

 
a. When schools reopen, what social distancing will be required of the school 

community including teaching and non-teaching staff? 
b. What PPE will be available for the school community, including teaching and 

non-teaching staff, and when will it be required? 
c. Will routine testing for the school community, including teaching and non-

teaching staff, be available by 11 August? 
d. What measures will be taken to prevent outbreaks of COVID-19 spreading in 

schools and what reassurances will be offered to the whole school community 
about what will happen if there is a confirmed or probable case?  

e. If a pupil or a member of staff is asked by a tracer to isolate at home, what 
measures and precautions would that trigger at their school? Might you get 
whole-school precautionary closures? 

f. Can the Education Recovery Group confirm what the approach will be for 
teachers, non-teaching staff and pupils who are shielding? 
 

Vulnerable children  
 

The Committee has taken evidence for a number of months now on the impact of a lack of 
attendance at school on vulnerable children. As discussed in evidence with you both, a low 
proportion of vulnerable children have attended school and childcare hubs throughout 
lockdown. The Committee seeks the latest information on plans to put additional support in 
place for disadvantaged pupils. For example, the Committee has raised the issue of digital 
exclusion on numerous occasions and requests timescales for the provision of tablets and 
other IT equipment for the digitally excluded, as announced by the Scottish Government on 
21 May. 

 
Workforce 
 
The potential for additional NQTs to receive contracts to increase the workforce was 
explored with the Cabinet Secretary on 12 June and with COSLA and ADES on 19 June. 
The Committee would appreciate an update from the Education Recovery Group on the 
numbers of NQTs and RQTs who have been offered, or will be offered, contracts by 11 
August to increase the teaching workforce? In addition, the Committee requests details of 
the number of additional supply teachers and retired teachers who will be in the workforce by 
11 August.  

 
Equity Audit 

 
Turning to the issue of an equity audit, the Committee understood that the Scottish 
Government was giving serious consideration to undertaking an equity audit (John Swinney 
12 June Official Report Columns 5 and 15 to 17). The Committee, and teaching 
representatives including the EIS, are very supportive of the Scottish Government 
undertaking such an audit. The Committee seeks details of the timescales and scope of 
such work, and an assurance the Scottish Government is making sufficient resources 
available to undertake it in a timeous and thorough way so the work is meaningful. For 
example, the Committee would assume the work would be multifaceted with specific 
workstreams on the impact of lockdown, and the potential impact of blended learning, on 
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particular groups of children, for example those with conditions with a high prevalence such 
as autism. 

 
Funding 

 
The Committee seeks information on what additional resource has already been made 
available to local authorities to support the re-opening of schools and associated work. The 
Committee also seeks information on what further funding will be distributed to local 
authorities in July and August including whether any additional funds will be made available 
as a result of Barnet consequentials from recent Treasury announcements. 

 
Timescales for key guidance and decisions on the re-opening of schools 

 
Finally, the Committee also asks for details at this stage of the timeline for delivery of a full 
return to school that also incorporates key implementation stages of the work on the 
contingency plan of blended learning. This timeline should include details of when the 
Education Recovery Group or its sub groups will meet throughout this period. It should also 
include dates for necessary guidance for schools to be provided to education authorities and 
the proposed date for confirmation from the Scottish Government as to whether there will be 
a full return to school or a move to blended learning. 

  
In the circumstances I would appreciate a response at your earliest opportunity. In the 
meantime, the Committee Clerks will be in touch with your offices to arrange the oral 
evidence session. 

 
Yours sincerely 
 
CLARE ADAMSON MSP 
CONVENER 
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Letter from Education Recovery Group 
 

Deputy First Minister and Cabinet 
Secretary for Education and Skills 
John Swinney MSP 
 

 

Clare Adamson MSP – Convener 
Education and Skills Committee 
The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
 
 
By email: es.committee@parliament.scot 

 

___ 

23July 2020 
 
Dear Clare 
 
Thank you for your letter of 9 July 2020, and for the opportunity to provide the 
Education and Skills Committee with further information from the Education 
Recovery Group (ERG). The Committee’s points are addressed below: 
 
Scientific advice 
The scientific advice on physical distancing in schools and school transport was 
published by the COVID-19 Advisory Sub-Group on Education and Children’s Issues 
on Thursday 16 July. This advice, along with advice on monitoring and surveillance, 
will inform the way in which schools can re-open safely on 11 August, if infection 
rates continue to remain low. The Education Recovery Group will continue to 
consider all the latest scientific advice from the Advisory Sub-Group as we develop 
comprehensive guidance to give confidence to our school communities that the 
safety and wellbeing of children, young people and staff is of paramount importance 
as we welcome them back to school. The sub-group’s advice will continue to be 
made widely available by being published online. 
 
Physical distancing, PPE, testing and suspected new cases 
The scientific advice – which is conditional upon continued suppression of the virus 
and other mitigations being in place – suggests that no physical distancing is 
required between children and young people in primary schools and secondary 
schools to ensure a safe return, although the advice notes that the evidence is less 
clear for older children. However, efforts should be made to maintain 2-metres’ 
physical distancing between adults, and between adults and children who are not 
from the same household. This includes non-staff adult visitors to the school, 
contractors, deliveries, and so on.  
 

mailto:es.committee@parliament.scot
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advisory-sub-group-on-education-and-childrens-issues---advisory-note-on-physical-distancing-in-schools/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advisory-sub-group-on-education-and-childrens-issues---advisory-note-on-school-transport/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advisory-sub-group-on-education-and-childrens-issues/
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For the majority of staff in schools, the advice suggests that PPE will not be normally 
be required or necessary. Schools and local authorities already have set risk 
assessment processes for the use of PPE. Following any risk assessment (individual 
or organisational), where the need for PPE has been identified it should be readily 
available and provided and staff should be trained on its use. The use of PPE by 
staff within schools should be based on a clear assessment of risk and need for an 
individual child or young person, such as personal care where staff come into 
contact with blood and body fluids or lift children and young people. 
 
Details on the approach to outbreak management and surveillance testing are 
currently being developed with Public Health Scotland and we are actively 
discussing these protocols and mitigations with ERG members. Full details will be 
set out in our guidance which will be published on 30 July. 
 

Vulnerable children and Equity 
Learning hubs for vulnerable children and key workers have remained open over the 
summer and meeting the learning needs of pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds 
continue to be a priority as we plan for the safe re-opening of schools. 
 
Nationally, an agreed definition of “vulnerable” was shaped by the COVID-19 
Children and Families Collective Leadership Group and agreed between Scottish 
Government, Local Government, Police Scotland and other partners. This has been 
helpful in ensuring we are considering the needs of all children and young people.  
 
It important to note that Hubs may not always be the setting for providing support 
and contact and alternative support planned around their individual needs may be 
more appropriate.Although some vulnerable children did not attend hubs, alternative 
placements (for example with childminders) were sought where particular needs 
were identified, where support was asked for, or where there were significant 
concerns. The judgement of the children’s sector professionals, across sectors and 
organisations, is vital in assessing vulnerability and planning support. Relationships 
are key, and where families can work with people they trust, have a connection to 
and who know them best has been possible, this has often continued.  
 
Local authorities and schools have put in place a range of approaches to tackle 
digital exclusion, such as repurposing school IT equipment and providing internet 
connectivity. In addition, £9 million has been invested in 25,000 laptops – with 
internet access provided – for disadvantaged children to support learning outside 
school. This is the first phase of a £30 million commitment to support digital 
inclusion. We expect that the initial 25,000 devices will be with learners who need 
them at the start of the new term. 
 
The Scottish Government reiterate their commitment to take stock of the impact of 
Covid-19 on equity. Supporting those children and young people from disadvantaged 
backgrounds and closing the attainment gap remains a definining mission of this 
government. We have been engaging with stakeholders from across the system on 
how best to take forward this work in a manner that adds value to the recovery 
process. 
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Workforce and Funding 
 
The Scottish Government are providing £100 million over the next two years to help 
support the return to school. This new funding will see investment to tackle the 
impact of coronavirus in our schools, and will include investment in teaching 
resources and other work to support children and young people’s health and 
wellbeing and attainment. 
 
This comes on top of the £30 million already agreed to promote digital inclusion 
amongst children and young people and it complements the £12.6 million made 
available to ensure free school meals continue to be provided over the summer for 
those in need. 
 
Councils and schools now have the ability to redirect Attainment Scotland Funding to 
help mitigate the impact of school closures on our most disadvantaged families and 
to make adjustments to existing plans to be delivered as schools return. There are 
countless examples of this, such as providing tablets to support digital learning at 
home and transport  
to enable learners to attend hubs and supporting home-school link workers to 
maintain regular contact with children. 
 
The Scottish Government have also confirmed that more than £250 million in Pupil 
Equity Funding will be made available to 97% of schools over 2020/21 and 2021/22. 
 
The Scottish Government and COSLA are working closely to understand the 
resource implications of Education Recovery, meeting regularly to consider the costs 
that will be incurred as we return to schools safely. This includes increasing the 
numbers of teachers and support staff to intensify assistance for children and young 
people as they return to face-to-face education and help to mitigate for and learning 
loss.  
 
As the revised guidance for local authorities on re-opening schools is finalised, we 
expect that these discussions on resouricing will continue, and we will provide further 
detail on those in due course. 
 
Timescales for key guidance and decisions on the reopening of schools 

• 16 July: Publication of scientific advice on physical distancing and school 
transport 

• 17 July: CERG meeting 16 
• 22 July: CERG meeting 17 
• 23 July: DFM statement to Parliament 
• 24 July: CERG meeting 18 
• 27 July: Education & Skills Committee 
• 29 July: Cabinet meeting 
• 30 July: FM Routemap review statement  

  Confirmation of the position regarding reopening schools in August 
  Publication of guidance on reopening schools in August 
 

 
 



Agenda item 2  ES/S5/20/16/3 

8 
 

JOHN SWINNEY          
Deputy First Minister and   
Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills  
 

 
CLLR STEPHEN McCABE 
Children and Young People Spokesperson, CoSLA 
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